
5.5.18(A) On-Farm Energy Sources 

On-farm electrical generation facilities (e.g. wind power generation systems, methane 

digesters) are permitted on farms as a part of a farm unit subject to the policies of Section 17.4 

and 17.9 of this Plan and all other applicable regulations. 

17.4 ELECTRIC POWER FACILITIES  

All existing electric power facilities and the development of new electric power facilities, 

including all works as defined in the Power Corporation Act (such as transmission lines, 

transformer stations, and distributing stations), shall be permitted uses in any land use 

designation throughout the County provided that:  

(a) such project satisfies the following: 

 (i) The complete review process necessary under the Environmental Assessment 

Act, including regulations made under the Act;  

(ii) Any other relevant statutes; and  

(iii) Hearings held in accordance with Provincial statutes and regulations where 

valid objections had been properly filed.  

(b) the proponent of such facilities takes into account the policies of this Official Plan in 

developing its program;  

(c) the proponent of such facilities shall be required to consult with the County 

regarding the locational criteria for new electric power facilities;  

(d) other electric power facilities including buildings and structures not used directly for 

the generation and supply of power shall comply with the applicable provisions of the 

local municipality's implementing Zoning By-law;  

(e) the proponent will provide the County with the opportunity to study and comment 

on its construction and rehabilitation plans in order that the measures to be undertaken 

to protect agricultural land and restore it to its prior condition of productivity and the 

long term effects after rehabilitation is completed can be examined in light of the 

interests of County landowners; and  

(f) it is understood by the proponent that County Council reserves the right to take 

whatever measures are considered appropriate to seek redress for the municipality 

and/or individual landowners and/or a group of landowners if conditions of the 

approval of the undertaking by the Environmental Assessment Board or a Joint Board 



under the Consolidated Hearings Act are not satisfactorily addressed and met by the 

proponent.  

ADDED BY This Plan encourages the consideration and development of alternative and/or new 

OPA # 47 technologies for the generation of electric power. 

……. 

17.9 WIND ENERGY GENERATION SYSTEMS  

Wind Energy Generation Systems (WEGS) consist of mechanical devices designed to convert 

wind energy into electricity. These systems can occur at small or large scales in the County. 

Small scale systems are intended to generate primarily for on-site domestic consumption and 

normally are comprised of only one generating device. Large scale systems are more 

appropriately described as Commercial Wind Energy Generating Systems and involve one or 

more generating devices. The latter systems are generally referred to as “Wind Farms” and are 

usually located in areas where climate (i.e. wind) conditions create a conducive environment 

for WEGS. The County of Perth supports the development of Wind Energy Generation Systems 

(WEGS) for the production of electricity. These systems will be a source of renewable energy for 

the economic and environmental benefit to both the County and the Province.  

17.9.1 Small Wind Energy Generating Systems  

As required by the Provincial Planning Policy Statement, Small Wind Energy Generation Systems 

that are primarily intended for on-site domestic consumption of wind energy generated 

electricity shall be permitted in settlement areas, rural areas, and prime agricultural areas, 

subject to the provisions in the Zoning By-law of the local municipality. Where the local 

municipality’s Zoning By-law does not permit Small Wind Energy Generation Systems, a 

planning study to the satisfaction of the local municipality must be submitted as part of the 

required Zoning Amendment to address the potential impacts of the wind generation system 

on the adjacent sensitive land uses, and explain how such impacts may be reduced.  

17.9.2 Commercial Wind Energy Generating Systems  

Commercial Wind Energy Generating Systems (CWEGS) are comprised of one or more 

generating units that are primarily intended to feed electricity into the transmission grid. Given 

the usually large scale of CWEGS, it is anticipated that these facilities will tend to locate outside 

of urban areas. However, the Provincial Planning Policy Statement permits renewable energy 

systems (including CWEGS) in settlement areas, rural areas, and prime agricultural areas, in 

accordance with provincial and federal requirements. Therefore, Commercial Wind Energy 

Generating Systems are permitted in these designations as shown on Schedule “A” to the 



County of Perth Official Plan; however, an Amendment to local municipality’s implementing 

Zoning By-law is required. A CWEGS is considerably different from the typical uses located 

within the County. Therefore, it is important to carefully control the establishment of these 

large systems, to ensure the compatibility of the land use, and the safety of neighbouring 

residents. 

Prior to the local Council considering the approval of a CWEGS, the following policies shall be 

addressed:  

(i) A site plan shall be provided illustrating the location of the proposed turbines, as 

well as the location and height of all existing structures on the subject property 

and the location and height of all existing structures within 500 metres of the 

subject property;  

(ii) A professional engineer shall approve the base and tower design of the turbines;  

(iii) A Site Plan Agreement, pursuant to the provisions of Section 41 of the Planning 

Act, R.S.O. 1990 shall be required and should include location of road access, 

parking, accessory buildings, vegetative buffers, location of external 

works/facilities, storm water management/drainage and any other identified 

mitigation measures;  

(iv) The applicant shall review noise attenuation measures with the Ontario Ministry 

of the Environment, to ensure that the proposal will comply with the Ministry’s 

requirements; 

(v) Setbacks from road allowances, lot lines, and structures (on-site and off-site) and 

maximum height provisions shall be established in the Zoning By-law 

Amendment;  

(vi) Commercial Wind Energy Generating Systems constructed within 10 kilometres 

of an airport reference point will require the written approval of Transport 

Canada. Such approval will provide assurance that there will be no adverse effect 

on the instrument approaches to the airport;  

(vii) Climatic conditions are the principal locational criteria for Wind Energy 

Generating Systems. Such uses may be permitted in the AAgriculture@ 

designation but will be encouraged to locate on lands of lesser agricultural 

capability where climatic conditions are of a similar nature. The County of Perth 

encourages wind turbine placements that minimize the disruption to agricultural 

uses, and normal farming practices;  

(viii) Commercial Wind Energy Generating Systems that are located in either a 

“Settlement Area” on Schedule “A” of the County Official Plan (including 

designated settlement areas for abutting municipalities, such as the City of 

Stratford and the Town of St. Marys), or any sensitive land use (such as schools, 



nursing homes, etc), or within 500 metres of same, are required to submit a 

planning study to the satisfaction of the local municipality as part of the required 

Zoning Amendment to address the potential impacts of the wind generation 

system on the adjacent land uses, and explain how such impacts may be 

reduced; 

(ix) Commercial Wind Energy Generating Systems that are proposed in proximity to 

an area within a “Natural Resource/Environment” designation on Schedule “A” 

of the County Official Plan, must demonstrate that there is no negative 

environmental impact on the feature within the “Natural 

Resource/Environment” designation; and;  

(x) An amendment to the local municipal Zoning By-law may provide for a holding 

provision which should be removed when a contract has been executed to allow 

the Commercial Wind Energy Generating System to be connected to a 

transmission grid for electrical distribution 


