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Duncan on the defensive during questions from MPP Pettapiece 
 

"Every circumstance is different" -- Finance Minister Dwight Duncan on cancelling power plant in 

Mississauga while ignoring wind opposition in rural Ontario 
 
(Perth-Wellington) – Provincial finance minister Dwight Duncan was on the defensive this week amid 
blistering criticism over the Liberal party’s decision, just days before the last provincial election, to cancel 
construction of a gas plant then underway in Mississauga. 
 
Duncan appeared before the all-party Standing Committee on Estimates on July 19, when he faced tough 
questions from Perth-Wellington MPP Randy Pettapiece and other opposition members. Pettapiece wanted 
to know why the government would listen to the people of Mississauga on large-scale energy projects 
while ignoring similar concerns in rural and small-town Ontario. 
 
Pettapiece asked: “Your government made the decision to move [the gas plant] and made that campaign 
promise in September. Did you poll the residents of Mississauga about whether they wanted it there?” 
 
The minister claimed he had not conducted a poll, but said, “It was in newspapers. We did meet with the 
mayors. We meet with local mayors… I heard from our local members. I read the newspapers. I watched 
the news.” 
 
Yet, under the Green Energy Act, the McGuinty government stripped planning authority from 
municipalities – of which rural municipalities are most affected – when it comes to wind turbines. 
 
Pettapiece informed the minister of the survey by the Elma-Mornington Concerned Citizens, a community 
group in North Perth, which found that 96 percent of residents affected by the Invenergy turbine proposal 
are opposed to the project. 
 
“Will you listen to them, sir?” demanded Pettapiece. 
 
“Every circumstance is different. We have an important policy--” Duncan responded. 
 
Pettapiece persisted, interjecting: “No, sir. Will you listen to them?” Pettapiece later asked the minister why 
he would tolerate “NIMBYism” in Mississauga, but won’t listen to rural Ontario when it comes to industrial 
wind farms. His responses left Pettapiece extremely disappointed. 
 
“The Liberals’ double-standard is an insult to rural and small-town Ontario, and an insult to the people of 
Perth-Wellington,” he said following his exchange with the minister. “The minister confirmed what we’ve 
known all along—votes in Etobicoke and Mississauga are more important to the Liberals than our voices in 
rural Ontario.” 
 
Recently the government revealed that its decision to cancel the Mississauga plant would cost taxpayers 
$180 million – only to revise that number to $190 million. Duncan admitted the decision to cancel the plant 
came from the Liberal campaign team, and that cabinet did not discuss the idea until after the election. 
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